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as the force was sufficient for the destruction of the town and arsenal, the troops should be instantly landed."
The private information obtained from fishermen captured off Cadiz, and from an American vessel which had just left it, is, that 8000 men are collected in the Isle of Leon; two regiments of cavalry at Kota, and a corps at St. Mary's; that the fever rages as much as ever at Cadiz, and in the towns and country round it. Two and three hundred a day die in Cadiz. The fever has reached the troops, and in some regiments has carried off the greatest part of the officers.
I remained on board the flagship to dinner. In the afternoon Sir Ealph said to Lord Keith " that it was necessary to come to a determination; that he had not a doubt in his mind as to effecting a landing with the army, and of their executing fully the service required of them. It remained with his Lordship to say if, when Fort St. Catherine and the batteries were taken, his Lordship would be answerable for the communication with the fleet, and for the re-embarkation of the army. His Lordship had a copy of his (Sir Ealph's) instructions, which were to land and destroy the Carraccas, if he was satisfied in his own mind of being able to re-embark the army. This satisfaction he could only receive from his Lordship. He would be answerable for executing the land part of the operation in a fortnight, if his Lordship would assure him of a constant communication with the fleet, and of re-embarking the army." Lord Keith said he could not be answerable for the winds; that if the weather was fine he could be answerable; but that if a South-West wind blew, the fleet must put to sea. Sir Ralph had heard, Lord Keith said, the sentiments of the naval officers as well as his own. They were more averse to the undertaking than he was, but that he had no objection to try it if Sir Ealph chose. Sir Ealph said, " It is true that I heard the opinions of Sir Eichard Bickerton and of the naval officers, but I do not feel myself competent to judge of them. My orders are to land if I can be assured of embarking the troops. It is for your Lord-